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Men under the gospel almost universally think they shall not go to hell: If it were otherwise,
they could have no peace or comfort in the world. Yet what multitudes have we reason to
conclude go down from under the preaching of the gospel to the pit of destruction! Now,
this is surely enough to convince any sober, prudent person of the folly of such flattery, and
of the folly of every one that doth not immediately set about his great work with his might.
If you could have access to the damned, you would hear many of them curse themselves,
for thus flattering themselves while they lived in this world; and you would have the same
doctrine preached to you by their wailings and yellings which is now preached to you from

the pulpit.

In hell they will no more have opportunity to clog and discourage the flourishing of religion,
and to destroy much good, as they often do in this world. In hell they will no more have
opportunity to corrupt others by their ill example. In hell they will no more have it in their
power to offend the godly; they may hurt and torment one another; but the godly will be
out of their reach. In hell there will be no ordinances, no Sabbaths, no sacraments, no
sacred things, for them to profane and defile by their careless and hypocritical attendance.
Hell, therefore, if you remain unfruitful and cumberers of the ground, will be the fittest
place for you, and there you will surely have your portion assigned you. There God will get
himself honour upon you; there he will magnify himself in your ruin, in the presence of the
holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb; and will be praised upon that account by the

saints, at the day of judgment; and by all the host of heaven throughout everlasting ages.

The damned in hell know not the time when the Day of Judgment will be, but when the time
comes it will be made known, and it will be the most dreadful news that ever was told in
that world of misery. It is always a doleful time in hell; the world of darkness is always full of
shrieks and doleful cries; but when the news is heard, that the day appointed for the

judgment is come, hell will be filled with louder shrieks and more dreadful cries than ever



before. When Christ comes in the clouds of heaven to judgment, the news of it will fill both
earth and hell with mourning and bitter crying. We read that all the kindreds of the earth
shall wail because of him, and so shall all the inhabitants of hell; and then must the souls of
the wicked come up to be united to their bodies, and stand before the Judge. They shall not
come willingly, but shall be dragged forth as a malefactor is dragged out of his dungeon to
execution. They were unwilling when they died to leave the earth to go to hell; but now
they will be much more unwilling to come out of hell to go to the last judgment. It will be no
deliverance to them it will only be a coming forth to their execution. They will hang back,

but must come; the devils and damned spirits must come up together.

If our lives ought to be only a journey towards heaven; how ill do they improve their lives,
that spend them in travelling towards helll—some men spend their whole lives, from their
infancy to their dying day, in going down the broad way to destruction. They not only draw
nearer to hell as to time, but they every day grow more ripe for destruction; they are more
assimilated to the inhabitants of the infernal world. While others press forward in the strait
and narrow way to life, and laboriously travel up the hill toward Zion, against the
inclinations and tendency of the flesh; these run with a swift career down to eternal death.
This is the employment of every day, with all wicked men; and the whole day is spent in it.
As soon as ever they awake in the morning, they set out anew in the way to hell, and spend
every waking moment in it. They begin in early days. “The wicked are estranged from the
womb; they go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies.” They hold on it with
perseverance. Many of them who live to be old, are never weary in it; though they live to be
a hundred years old, they will not cease travelling in the way to hell, till they arrive there.
And all the concerns of life are subordinated to this employment. A wicked man is a servant
of sin; his powers and faculties are employed in the service of sin, and in fitness for hell. And
all his possessions are so used by him as to be subservient to the same purpose. Men spend
their time in treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath. Thus do all unclean persons, who
live in lascivious practices in secret; all malicious persons; all profane persons that neglect
the duties of religion. Thus do all unjust persons; and those who are fraudulent and
oppressive in their dealings. Thus do all backbiters and revilers; all covetous persons, that

set their hearts chiefly on the riches of this world.



All wicked men's pains and contrivance which they use to escape hell, while they continue
to reject Christ, and so remain wicked men, do not secure them from hell one moment.
Almost every natural man that hears of hell, flatters himself that he shall escape it; he
depends upon himself for his own security; he flatters himself in what he has done, in what
he is now doing, or what he intends to do. Every one lays out matters in his own mind how
he shall avoid damnation, and flatters himself that he contrives well for himself, and that his
schemes will not fail. They hear indeed that there are but few saved, and that the greater
part of men that have died heretofore are gone to hell; but each one imagines that he lays
out matters better for his own escape than others have done. He does not intend to come
to that place of torment; he says within himself, that he intends to take effectual care, and
to order matters so for himself as not to fail. But the foolish children of men miserably
delude themselves in their own schemes, and in confidence in their own strength and

wisdom; they trust to nothing but a shadow.

It would be dreadful to suffer this fierceness and wrath of Almighty God one moment; but
you must suffer it to all eternity. There will be no end to this exquisite horrible misery.
When you look forward, you shall see a long for ever, a boundless duration before you,
which will swallow up your thoughts, and amaze your soul; and you will absolutely despair
of ever having any deliverance, any end, any mitigation, any rest at all. You will know
certainly that you must wear out long ages, millions of millions of ages, in wrestling and
conflicting with this almighty merciless vengeance; and then when you have so done, when
so many ages have actually been spent by you in this manner, you will know that all is but a
point to what remains. So that your punishment will indeed be infinite. Oh, who can express
what the state of a soul in such circumstances is! All that we can possibly say about it, gives
but a very feeble, faint representation of it; it is inexpressible and inconceivable: For "who
knows the power of God's anger?" How dreadful is the state of those that are daily and

hourly in the danger of this great wrath and infinite misery.

(Those in hell) will have no strength in their hands to do anything to appease God, or in the
least to abate the fierceness of his wrath. They will not be able to offer any satisfaction: they
will not be able to procure God's pity. Though they cry, God will not hear them. They will

find no price to offer to God, in order to purchase any favour, or to pay any part of their



debt. They will not be able to find any to befriend them, and intercede with God for them.
They had the offer of a mediator often made them in this world; but they will have no offers
of such a nature in hell. None will befriend them. They will have no friend in HELL; all there
will be their enemies. They will have no friend in heaven: 'None of the saints or angels will
befriend them; or if they should, it would be to no purpose. There will be no creature that
will have any power to deliver them, nor will any ever pity them. Nor will they ever be able
to make their escape. They will find no means to break prison and flee. In hell, they will be
reserved in chains of darkness for ever and ever. Malefactors have often found means to
break prison, and escape the hand of, civil justice. But none ever escaped out of the prison
of hell, which is God's prison. It is a strong prison: it is beyond any finite power, or the
united strength of all wicked men and devils, to unlock, or break open the door of that

prison. Christ hath the key of hell; "he shuts and no man opens."

Our obligation to love, honour, and obey God being infinitely great, sin is the violation of
infinite obligation, and so is an infinite evil. Once more, sin being an infinite evil, deserves an
infinite punishment, an infinite punishment is no more than it deserves: therefore such
punishment is just; which was the thing to be proved. There is no evading the force of this
reasoning, but by denying that God, the sovereign of the universe, is infinitely glorious;

which | presume none of my hearers will venture to do.

The sufferings of-the damned will be no occasion of grief to the heavenly inhabitant, as they
will have no love nor pity to the damned as such. It will be no argument of want of a spirit of
love in them, that they do not love the damned; for the heavenly inhabitants will know that
it is not fit that they should love them, because they will know then, that God has no love to
them, nor pity for them; but that they are the objects of God’s eternal hatred. And they will
then be perfectly conformed to God in their wills and affections. They will love what God
loves, and that only. However the saints in heaven may have loved the damned while here,
especially those of them who were near and dear to them in this world, they will have no
love to them hereafter. It will be an occasion of their rejoicing, as the glory of God will

appear in it.



You will find none that will pity you in hell. The devils will not pity you, but will be your
tormentors, as roaring lions or hell-hounds to tear you in pieces continually. And other
wicked men who shall be there will be like devils; they will have no pity on you, but will
hate, and curse, and torment you. And you yourselves will be like devils; you will be like
devils to yourselves, and will be your own tormentors....perhaps you will be ready to fly to
some of your godly friends; but you will obtain no help from them: you will see them
unconcerned for you, with joyful countenances ascending to meet the Lord, and not the less
joyful for the horror in which they see you. And when you shall stand before the tribunal at
the left hand, among devils, trembling and astonished, and shall have the dreadful sentence
passed upon you, you will at the same time see the blessed company of saints and angels at
the right hand rejoicing, and shall hear them shout forth the praises of God, while they hear

your sentence pronounced.

So it will be with the soul in hell; it will have no strength or power to deliver itself and its
torment and horror will be so great, so mighty, so vastly disproportioned to its strength,
that having no strength in the least to support itself, although it be infinitely contrary to the
nature and inclination of the soul utterly to sink; yet it will sink, it will utterly and totally
sink, without the least degree of remaining comfort, or strength, or courage, or hope. And
though it will never be annihilated, its being and perception will never be abolished, yet
such will be the infinite depth of gloominess that it will sink into, that it will be in a state of
death, eternal death. The nature of man desires happiness; it is the nature of the soul to
crave and thirst after well-being; and if it be under misery, it eagerly pants after relief; and
the greater the misery is, the more eagerly doth it struggle for help. But if all relief be
withholden, all strength overborne, all support utterly gone; then it sinks into the darkness

of death.

God will surely break those who will not bow. God, having girded himself with his power and
wrath, hath heretofore undertaken to deal with many hard stubborn, senseless, obstinate
hearts; and he never failed, he always did his work thoroughly. It will not be long before you
will be wonderfully changed. You who now hear of hell and the wrath of the great God, and

sit here in these seats so easy and quiet, and go away so careless; by and by will shake, and



tremble, and cry out, and shriek, and gnash your teeth, and will be thoroughly convinced of

the vast weight and importance of these great things, which you now despise.

The damned in hell will have two infinites perpetually to amaze them, and swallow them up:
one is an infinite God, whose wrath they will bear, and in whom they will behold their
perfect and irreconcilable enemy. The other is the infinite duration of their torment. Some
of you have seen buildings on fire; imagine therefore with yourselves, what a poor hand you
would make at fighting with the flames, if you were in the midst of so great and fierce a fire.
You have often seen a spider, or some other noisome insect, when thrown into the midst of
a fierce fire, and have observed how immediately it yields to the force of the flames. There
is no long struggle, no fighting against the fire, no strength exerted to oppose the heat or to
fly from it; but it immediately stretches forth itself and yields; and the fire takes possession
of it, and at once it becomes full of fire. Here is a little image of what you will be the subjects
of in hell, except you repent and fly to Christ. However you may think that you will fortify
yourselves, and bear as well as you can; the first moment you shall be cast into hell, all your
strength will sink and be utterly abolished. To encourage yourselves, that you will set
yourselves to bear hell torments as well as you can, is just as if a worm, that is about to be
thrown into a glowing furnace, should swell and fortify itself and prepare itself to fight the

flames.

When sinners hear of hell torments, they sometimes think with themselves: Well, if it shall
come to that, that | must go to hell, | will bear it as well as | can: as if by clothing themselves
with resolution and firmness of mind, they would be able to support themselves in some
measure; when, alas! they will have no resolution, no courage at all. However they shall
have prepared themselves, and collected their strength; yet as soon as they shall begin to
feel that wrath, their hearts will melt and be as water. However before they may seem to
harden their hearts, in order to prepare themselves to bear, yet the first moment they feel
it, their hearts will become like wax before the furnace. Their courage and resolution will be
all gone in an instant; it will vanish away like a shadow in the twinkling of an eye. The
stoutest and most sturdy will have no more courage than the feeblest infant: let a man be
an infant, or a giant, it will be all one. They will not be able to keep alive any courage, any

strength, any comfort, any hope at all.



And when the soul is carried to hell, and there is tormented, suffers the wrath of the
Almighty, and is overwhelmed and crushed with it, it will also be amazed with the
apprehensions of what shall yet remain. To think of an eternity of this torment remaining, O
how will it fill, and overbear, and sink down the wretched soul! How will the thought of the
duration of this torment without end cause the heart to melt like wax! How will the thought
of it sink the soul into the bottomless pit of darkness and gloominess! Even those proud and
sturdy spirits, the devils, tremble at the thoughts of that greater torment which they are to
suffer at the Day of Judgment. So will the poor damned souls of men. They have already
more than they will be able to bear: how then will they tremble at the thought of having

their misery so vastly augmented!

God will exercise no pity towards you (if you are unconverted). If you might have his pity in
any degree, that would be of more worth to you than thousands of worlds.. But God will
exercise no pity towards you. He hath often said concerning wicked men, which his eye shall
not spare, neither will he have pity, (Ezek. v. 11. and vii. 4, 9. and viii. 18.) He will cast upon
you, and not spare; you will see nothing in God, and receive nothing from him, but perfect
hatred, and the fierceness of his wrath; nothing but the mighty falls or outpourings of wrath
upon you every moment; and no cries will avail to move God to any pity, or in the least to
move him to lighten his hand, or assuage the fierceness and abate the power of your
torments. Jesus Christ, the Redeemer, will have no pity on you. Though he had so much love
to sinners, as to be willing to lay down his life for them, and offers you the benefits of his
blood, while you are in this world, and often calls upon you to accept them; yet then he will
have no pity upon you. You never will hear any more instructions from him; he will utterly
refuse to be your instructor: on the contrary, he will be your judge, to pronounce sentence

against you.



