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Those who are pressing into the kingdom of God, have a disposition of heart to do
everything that is required, and that lies in their power to do, and to continue in it. They
have not only earnestness, but steadiness of resolution: they do not seek with a wavering
unsteady heart, by turns or fits, being off and on; but it is the constant bent of the soul, if

possible, to obtain the kingdom of God.

Consider these things, all you enemies of God, and rejecters of Christ, whether you be old
men or women, Christless heads of families, or young people and wicked children. Be
assured, that if you do not hearken and repent, God intends to show his wrath, and make
his power known upon you. He intends to magnify himself exceedingly in sinking you down
in hell. He intends to show his great majesty at the day of judgment, before a vast assembly,
in your misery; before a greater assembly many thousand fold than ever yet appeared on
earth; before a vast assembly of saints, and a vast assembly of wicked men, a vast assembly
of holy angels, and before all the crew of devils. God will before all these get himself honour
in your destruction; you shall be tormented in the presence of them all. Then all will see that
God is a great God indeed; then all will see how dreadful a thing it is to sin against such a
God, and to reject such a Saviour, such love and grace, as you have rejected and despised.
All will be filled with awe at the great sight, and all the saints and angels will look upon you,
and adore that majesty, and that mighty power, and that holiness and justice of God, which

shall appear in your ineffable destruction and misery.

By pressing into the kingdom of God is denoted a breaking through opposition and
difficulties. There is in the expression a plain intimation of difficulty. If there were no
opposition, but the way was all clear and open, there would be no need of pressing to get
along....He that is pressing into the kingdom of God, commonly finds many things in the way
that are against the grain; but he is not stopped by the cross that lies before him, but takes

it up, and carries it...Everything that is found to be a weight that hinders him in running this



race he casts from him, though it be a weight of gold or pearls; yea, if it be a right hand or
foot that offends him, he will cut them off, and will not stick at plucking out a right eye with
his own hands. These things are insuperable difficulties to those who are not thoroughly
engaged in seeking their salvation; they are stumbling-blocks that they never get over. But it
is not so with him that presses into the kingdom of God...Let what will be in the way, heaven

is what he must and will obtain, not if he can without difficulty, but if it be possible.

There is no such thing as being saved from hell, without being saved from sin.

The pure heart has not only respect to that spiritual filthiness that is present to abhor it and
shun it, but it has also respect to past sin. The consideration of that grieves it; it causes
shame and sorrow to think that it ever rejoiced in such defilement, that it ever was so
abominable as to love it and feed upon it. Every transgression leaves a filth behind it upon
the soul, and this remaining filth occasions pain to the renewed and purified heart. By godly
sorrow the heart exerts itself against the filthiness of past sins, and does, as it were,

endeavour to cast it off, and purge itself from it.

What the saint seeks when he comes to himself after a time of great declension is to be the
death of sin, which has been so prevalent in him, and perfectly to extirpate it. He acts in
what he does as a mortal enemy; and if he does not perfectly destroy it at one blow, it is not
for want of inclination, but for want of strength. The godly man does not deal mercifully and
tenderly with sin, but as far as in him lies, he deals with it as the children of Israel dealt with
Achan, as it were, stones it with stones, and burns it with fire with all which belongs to it.
They do not at all spare it, as wicked men do; they aim at the very life, and nothing short of

it.

You ought to mourn and lament over your lost time; but that is not all, you must apply
yourselves the more diligently to improve the remaining part, that you may redeem lost
time. You who are considerably advanced in life, and have hitherto spent your time in
vanities and worldly cares, and have lived in a great measure negligent of the interests of
your souls, may well be terrified and amazed, when you think how much time you have lost

and wasted away.



So if ever men come to have any true hope, they must take sin which is the troubler, and all
which belongs to it, even that which seems most dear and precious, though it be as choice
as Achan’s silver and wedge of gold, and utterly destroy them, and burn them with fire, to
be sure to make a thorough end of them, as it were, bury them and raise over them a great
heap of stones, to lay a great weight upon them, to make sure of it that they shall never rise
more. Yea, and thus they must serve all his sons and daughters. They must not save some of
the accursed brood alive. All the fruits of sin must be forsaken. There must not be some
particular lust, some dear sinful enjoyment, some pleasant child of sin, spared; but all must
be stoned and burned. If we do thus, we may expect to have trouble cease, and light to

arise.

If sinners would be in a hopeful way to obtain their salvation, they should agonize in that
great concern as men that are taking a city by violence.. When a body of resolute soldiers
are attempting to take a strong city in which they meet with great opposition, what violent
conflicts are there before the city is taken! How do the soldiers press on against the very
mouths of the enemies' cannon, and upon the points of their swords! When the soldiers are
scaling the walls, and making their first entrance into the city, what a violent struggle is
there between them and their enemies that strive to keep them out! How do they, as it
were, agonize with all their strength! So ought we to seek our salvation, if we would be in a
likely way to obtain it. How great is the folly then of those who content themselves with
seeking with a cold and lifeless frame of spirit, and so continue from month to month, and
from year to year, and yet flatter themselves that they shall be successful! How much more
still are they to be reproved, who are not in a way of seeking their salvation at all, but
wholly neglect their precious souls, and attend the duties of religion no further than is just
necessary to keep up their credit among men; and instead of pressing into the kingdom of
God, are rather violently pressing on towards their own destruction and ruin, being hurried
on by their many head strong lusts, as the herd of swine were hurried on by the legion of

devils, and ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters!

When they (convicted sinners) are in fear, they take much more notice of their sins than at
other times. They think more how wickedly they have lived, and observe more the corrupt

and wicked working of their own hearts, and so are more and more sensible what vile



creatures they are. This makes them more and more sensible how angry God is, and how
terrible his anger is. They try to appease and to reconcile God by their own righteousness,
but it fails. God still appears as an angry God, refusing to hear their prayers, or appear for
their help, till they despair in their own righteousness, and yield the case; and by more and
more of a sight of themselves are brought to confess that they lie justly exposed to
damnation, and have nothing by which to defend themselves. God appears more and more
as a terrible being to them, till they have done with any imaginations, that they have
anything sufficient to recommend them, or reconcile them to such a God. Thus God is wont
first to bring the soul into trouble by reason of sin, and so to humble the soul, before he

gives true hope and comfort in conversion.

Though now warnings are continued in plenty, yet there will be last knocks and last calls, the
last that ever you shall hear. When the appointed time shall be elapsed, God will shut the
door, and you shall never see it open again; for God shutteth, and no man openeth. If you
improve not your opportunity before that time, you will cry in vain, "Lord, Lord, open to us,"
Matt. 25:11, and Luke 23:25, &c. While you shall stand at the door with your piteous cries,
the flood of God's wrath will come upon you, overwhelm you, and you shall not escape. The
tempest shall carry you away without mercy, and you shall be forever swallowed up and

lost.

It is more abundantly manifest that it is just that you should be destroyed. Justice never
appears so conspicuous as it does after refused and abused mercy. Justice in damnation
appears abundantly the more clear and bright, after a wilful rejection of offered salvation.
What can an offended prince do more than freely offer pardon to a condemned malefactor?
And if he refuses to accept of it, will anyone say that his execution is unjust? God's justice
will appear in your greater destruction. Besides the guilt that you would have had if a
Saviour never had been offered, you bring that great additional guilt upon you, of most
ungratefully refusing offered deliverance. What more base and vile treatment of God can
there be, than for you, when justly condemned to eternal misery, and ready to be executed,
and God graciously sends his own Son, who comes and knocks at your door with a pardon in

his hand, and not only a pardon, but a deed of eternal glory; | say, what can be worse, than



for you, out of dislike and enmity against God and his Son, to refuse to accept those benefits

at his hands? How justly may the anger of God be greatly incensed and increased by it!

You have voluntarily chosen to be with Satan in his enmity and opposition to God; how
justly therefore might you be with him in his punishment! You did not choose to be on God's
side, but rather chose to side with the devil, and have obstinately continued in it, against
God's often repeated calls and counsels. You have chosen rather to hearken to Satan than to
God, and would be with him in his work. You have given yourself up to him, to be subject to
his power and government, in opposition to God; how justly therefore may God also give
you up to him, and leave you in his power, to accomplish your ruin!.. If men will be with
God's enemy, and on his side, why is God obliged to redeem them out of his hands, when
they have done his work? Doubtless you would be glad to serve the devil, and be God's
enemy while you live, and then to have God your friend, and deliver you from the devil,
when you come to die. But will God be unjust if he deals otherwise by you? No, surely! It
will be altogether and perfectly just, that you should have your portion with him with whom
you have chosen to work; and that you should be in his possession to whose dominion you
have yielded yourself; and if you cry to God for deliverance, he may most justly give you that

answer. Judges 10:14. "Go to the gods which you have chosen."



